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Foundational understanding in
publishing your research paper

1.



Foundational understanding: Subscription and open access

When we select a journal to publish our paper, we
must be aware of publishing options.

Subscription Open Access



Foundational understanding: Subscription and open access

Some journals are hybrid journals, meaning they give
options of subscription or OA to authors to decide.

Sample: Artificial Intelligence Journal is a hybrid journal



Foundational understanding: Subscription and open access

Q: Publishing OA is a guarantee for faster publication process?

Q: Publishing OA is a guarantee for higher number of citations?

Common misconceptions:



Foundational understanding: Journal aim and scope

Read the journal’s aims and scope to make sure it is
a match. Do not assume based on journal title alone.



Foundational understanding: Journal content

If you want to publish your paper in a certain journal, do explore,
read, and do your analysis for papers published before.



Foundational understanding: Journal impact

Use Scopus to explore and
compare CiteScore, SJR
and SNIP to ensure
journal's quality.



Foundational understanding: Journal insights

Some journals are now providing journal insights which
will make it easier for authors to decide to publish.



Tools to support journal
selection
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Tools to support journal selection

When you aim to publish in Elsevier's journals, some
website and tools you can use are:

ScienceDirect.com >  Journals & Books JournalFinder.elsevier.com



Tools to support journal selection

We now have calls for papers section available on ScienceDirect.com

ScienceDirect.com >  Journals & Books > Browse for Calls for Papers



Tools to support journal selection

Use Scopus to search, understand, and compare journals.



Tools to support journal selection

When using Scopus, go deep by exploring metrics and even do journals comparison.

*With premium Scopus subscription
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Avoiding predatory publication

Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-interest at the
expense of scholarship and are characterized by false or misleading information,
deviation from best editorial and publication practices, a lack of transparency,
and/or the use of aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices. 

Various studies have indicated that there is an escalation in predatory journals.
However, it is near impossible to determine the extent of predatory journals since
they appear and disappear continually.



Avoiding predatory publication

What are the driving forces?

For many academics,
career progression
depends on the number
of research papers they
publish. 

Publish or perish

Easy to set up a website,
spamming thousands of
potential authors and
receiving electronic
payments.

Technology

Working without access
to expertise to distinguish
bogus journals

Inexperience

Pay-to-publish model
misused

OA Exploitations



Check the total number of documents and citations
received by the journal using Scopus.com > sources

Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

Avoiding predatory publication



Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

Check the list of articles they published.
They will published articles which are out of their aim and scope.

a sample of a journal publishing
based on the aim and scope.

Avoiding predatory publication



Check and notice their APC practices.

Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

Golden rule:
A journal asking for APC payment BEFORE and/or
DURING review process is an unethical practices.

Another practice:
A journal giving a great ‘discount’ to APC and
pushing you to publish can be considered ‘fishy’.

Avoiding predatory publication



The turnaround time should make sense!

Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

It is typical for an article to undergo reviews for several weeks
or even months.
If a journal pledges to publish within a week or a very short
timeframe, it is unreasonable and may imply an inadequate or
hasty review process.

Avoiding predatory publication



Check whether the journal is publishing studies from authors globally
(if it is an ‘international’ journal) or only from certain countries.

Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

Journal of Cleaner Production publishing research coming from researchers globally

Avoiding predatory publication



Check contact details and/or profile of the editorial
team. Use Scopus.com > authors to check further.

Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

Co editor in chief for Journal of Cleaner Production.
A detailed view and an established Scopus profile.

Avoiding predatory publication



Check their after review practices.

Important indicators to catch fake/cloned and predatory journals:

A journal can recommend researchers to utilize proofreading and
suggest other services. However, a journal must avoid imposing a
rule that mandates researchers to exclusively use the journal's
proofreading and services in order to be published in that journal.

Avoiding predatory publication



Avoiding predatory publication

Other behaviors of predatory publishers

Publishing papers out of the journal's aim and scope.
Asking APC payment before papers enter the review process.
Very fast response and decision time.
Demand authors to use additional services by the publisher or affiliated third parties.
Predatory publishers often send unsolicited emails inviting researchers to submit
manuscripts or serve on editorial boards, without any prior interaction or
connection.
Guaranteed publications by paying more.
Questionable editorial boards.
False indexation claims.

and many others.....



Avoiding predatory publication

Scopus on predatory publishing

Scopus does not index predatory journals. Scopus selects journals based on
a rigorous process that involves quantitative and qualitative criteria applied
by the CSAB. 
What we do see is that journal quality and behavior can change over time.
Some journals which meet our criteria at the time of acceptance into
Scopus, may decline in performance or even become predatory.
All +25k journals in Scopus are monitored on ongoing basis and flagged for
reevaluation.
Scopus can discontinue journals if they fail to perform or showing predatory
behaviors.



Avoiding predatory publication

Scopus on predatory publishing
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